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Law and Gospel

“The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”
John 1:17

11. The two main doctrines in the Bible are the law and the gospel. These two
doctrines differ fundamentally from each other and, in some sense, might
even be called opposites. According to the following sets of passages, how
do law and gospel differ?

“If you want to enter life, obey the commandments. . . . ‘Do not murder, do
not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your
father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 19:17-19).

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son” (John 3:16).

The law tells us ________________________________.

The gospel tells us ______________________________.

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

The law ________________________________ righteousness.

The gospel ______________________________ righteousness.

“Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the
law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin” (Romans 3:20).

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29). 

The law shows us ________________________________.

The gospel shows us ______________________________.

“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

The law ________________________________ us.

The gospel ______________________________ us.

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105).

“Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all,
and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no
longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised
again” (2 Corinthians 5:14,15).

After conversion, the law __________ us in thankful living.

After conversion, the gospel ___________ thankful living.



12. Why will the message of the gospel seem of little value to us if we do not
first hear the message of God’s law?

13. What will happen when people hear the message of the law but not the
message of the gospel?

14. Comment on the following:

I would rather attend a church that doesn’t preach God’s law; it just makes
me sad and depressed.

The law afflicts the comfortable. The gospel comforts the afflicted.

A minister once said, “This is the order I use when I preach a sermon: law,
gospel, and then law again.”

H
elp

s
(1)T

h
e

law
tells

u
s

w
h

at
to

d
o

an
d

w
h

at
n

o
t

to
d

o
;th

e
g

o
sp

eltells
u

s
w

h
at

G
o

d
h

as
d

o
n

e
fo

r
u

s
in

Jesu
s

C
h

rist.T
h

e
law

d
em

an
d

s
rig

h
teo

u
s-

n
ess;th

e
g

o
sp

elg
ives

rig
h

teo
u

sn
ess.T

h
e

law
sh

o
w

s
u

s
o

u
r

sin
an

d
o

u
r

n
eed

fo
r

a
S

avio
r;th

e
g

o
sp

elsh
o

w
s

u
s

o
u

r
S

avio
r.T

h
e

law
co

n
-

d
em

n
s

u
s;th

e
g

o
sp

elsaves
u

s.T
h

e
law

g
u

id
es

u
s

in
th

an
kfu

llivin
g

;th
e

g
o

sp
elin

sp
ires

th
an

kfu
llivin

g
.(2)

If
w

e
d

o
n

o
t

u
n

d
er stan

d
th

at
w

e
are

etern
ally

co
n

d
em

n
ed

b
ecau

se
o

f
o

u
r

sin
s,w

e
w

illn
ever

fu
lly

ap
p

reciate
a

S
avio

r
fro

m
sin

.(3)T
h

e
m

essag
e

o
f

th
e

law
w

ith
o

u
t

th
e

m
es-

sag
e

o
f

salvatio
n

in
Jesu

s
C

h
rist

resu
lts

o
n

ly
in

d
esp

air
an

d
h

o
p

elessn
ess.(4)

It
is

tru
e

th
at

th
e

law
is

n
o

t
a

p
leasan

t
m

essag
e

to
h

ear.
H

o
w

ever,it
is

en
tirely

n
ecessary.B

efo
re

w
e

can
b

e
as

g
lad

as
G

o
d

w
an

ts
to

m
ake

u
s

th
ro

u
g

h
th

e
p

reach
in

g
o

f
th

e
g

o
sp

el,w
e

m
u

st
first

b
e

m
ad

e
sad

th
ro

u
g

h
th

e
p

reach
in

g
o

f
th

e
law

.T
h

is,in
fact,is

th
e

p
u

rp
o

se
o

f
th

e
law

—
to

afflict
th

e
h

earts
o

f
th

o
se

w
h

o
fin

d
sp

iritu
alsecu

rity
in

th
em

selves
an

d
th

eir
w

o
rks,an

d
to

co
nvin

ce
th

em
th

at,b
y

th
em

selves,th
ey

are
lo

st.T
h

e
p

u
rp

o
se

o
f

th
e

g
o

sp
el,o

n
th

e
o

th
er

h
an

d
,is

to
co

m
-

fo
rt

th
o

se
w

h
o

se
h

earts
are

d
esp

airin
g

an
d

afflicted
b

y
assu

rin
g

th
em

th
at

Jesu
s

h
as

saved
th

em
.M

in
isters

w
h

o
rig

h
tly

h
an

d
le

law
an

d
g

o
sp

elw
illu

se
G

o
d

’s
law

as
a

m
irro

r,co
nvictin

g
p

eo
p

le
o

f
th

eir
sin

an
d

lead
in

g
th

em
to

d
esp

ise
th

eir
o

w
n

rig
h

teo
u

sn
ess.T

h
e

g
o

sp
el,th

en
,

w
illg

lad
d

en
h

earts
w

ith
th

e
m

essag
e

o
f

salvatio
n

in
Jesu

s
C

h
rist.T

h
e

law
,fin

ally,w
illb

e
u

sed
again

,n
o

t
as

a
m

irro
r

b
u

t
to

g
u

id
e

C
h

ristian
h

earts,co
m

p
elled

b
y

C
h

rist’s
love

fo
r

th
em

,in
th

an
kfu

llivin
g

.

At home
• Memorize John 1:17. 

• Read your favorite Bible passages. Determine whether they are law
passages or gospel passages.

Luther said:
“Before receiving the comfort of forgiveness, sin must be recognized and
the fear of God’s wrath must be experienced through the preaching or
apprehension of the Law, that man may be driven to sigh for grace and may
be prepared to receive the comfort of the Gospel. . . . On the other hand,
where there are hearts in which the Law has performed its office, so that
they are frightened by the knowledge of their sin, are timid and fugitive, no
Law should be preached and proclaimed any more, but pure Gospel and
comfort.” (Plass, Vol. 2, page 738.)

Closing Prayer  
Lord God, thank you for leading us to see clearly our damning sins, our
hopelessness, and our need for a Savior. And thank you for comforting our
hearts with the sweet, good news of salvation in Jesus Christ alone. May
we live our lives to his glory and yours. Amen.
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