P> Introduction to the Law

19 Minutes with Luther

Introduction to the Law

The Knowledge of God “And God spoke all these words: ‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Law and Gospel Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall . . ."” Exodus 20:1-3

1st Commandment

2nd Commandment 1. Romans 2:14,15 reads: “When Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by
3rd Commandment . . .

“th Commandment nature things required by the law, . . . they show that the requirements of
Sth Commandment the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness,
6th Commandment and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.” According to
7th Commandment that, how does God give his law to all people?

8th Commandment

9th & 10th Commandments
The Conclusion

The Gospel & the Nature of God 2. In what two ways will a person’s conscience err and show itself to be
The Apostles’ Creed (Faith) u ndependable?

1st Article (Creation)

Ist Article (Preservation)
1st Article (Protection)

Ist Article (The Fall into Sin) 3. Because a person’s conscience is not always dependable, God gave his law
2nd Article (Christ’s Person) a second way—written in the Bible in the form of the Ten Commandments—
2nd Article (Christ’s Office) so that we might know exactly what his will is. In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus

2nd Article (Christ’s Work)
2nd Article (Christ’s Humiliation)
2nd Article (Christ’s Exaltation)

summarized the commandments: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and

2nd Article (Christian Life) greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
2nd Article (Saved by Faith) yourself”” How did Jesus summarize the first table of God’s law
3rd Article (The Holy Spirit) (Commandments 1-3)?

3rd Article (Calls)

3rd Article (Enlightens)
3rd Article (Sanctifies)
3rd Article (Keeps in Faith) How did he summarize the second table (Commandments 4-10)?
3rd Article (Invisible Church)
3rd Article (Visible Church)
3rd Article (Forgiveness)

3rd Article (Eternal Life) With which word did he summarize the entire law?
Baptism (Part 1)

Baptism (Part 2)

Holy Communion (Part 1)

Holy Communion (Part 2) 4. Define the following:
Keys & Confession (Part 1)
Keys & Confession (Part 2) sin

Keys & Confession (Part 3)
Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer
The Address

Ist Petition sin of omission
2nd Petition
3rd Petition
4th Petition
5th Petition
6th Petition
7th Petition

The Doxology transgression

sin of commission

iniquity




5. Since God demands that we keep the commandments perfectly, it is impos-
sible for the commandments to save us. Saint Paul wrote: “No one will be
declared righteous in [God’s] sight by observing the law” (Romans 3:20).
Nonetheless, God’s law still serves several good purposes. What, according
to each of the following passages, is the purpose of God's law?

“We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers
and rebels” (1 Timothy 1:9).

“Through the law we become conscious of sin” (Romans 3:20).

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105).

6. First John 4:19 reads: “We love because he first loved us.” What does this
verse tell us about the power to obey God’s commandments?

7. Why did God introduce the commandments as he did (see Exodus 20:1-3)?

8. Evaluate the following statements:

Let your conscience be your guide.

When | want my kids to behave, | just lay down the law.

Obeying God’'s commandments takes all the fun out of life.

Luther said:

“Before receiving the comfort of forgiveness, sin must be recognized and
the fear of God'’s wrath must be experienced through the preaching or
apprehension of the Law, that man may be driven to sigh for grace and may
be prepared to receive the comfort of the Gospel.” (Plass, Vol. 2, page 738.)

Closing Prayer

Lord God, thank you for your law. Move us, by your love, to live according
to your law to your glory and for our welfare. In our Savior’s name we
pray. Amen.

At home
Memorize Romans 3:20 and Psalm 119:105.
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