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Inside this issue:  

With the football season fully 

underway, people love to get into 

the games.  ESPN Radio reports 

that TV football ratings have 

never been higher.  It seems that 

more and more people are follow-

ing their favorite teamsé hoping 

that they will go all the way.  Af-

ter all, why shouldnõt they.  

Theyõve recruited the best players, 

who work with the best coaches.  

They have the best training facili-

ties.  They should go all the way, 

untilé until the little known un-

ranked team upends òGoliath.ó 
 

What happens to confidence at 

that point?  No matter what, the 

team is stuck with that mark in 

their loss column.  Their record is 

forever tarnished. The nation re-

members the Cinderella upset. 

The perfect season has faded like 

the leaves on the trees and sadly 

many fans are fast to fade too.  
 

Some people look at religion the 

way they look at their football 

teams.  Itõs easy to stick with 

them when things are going well.  

Itõs easy to cheer when everyone 

else is cheering.  Itõs euphoric to 

celebrate wins, but what about 

when times of trouble creep in?  

What about when it seems like 

God isnõt answering prayers the 

way we think he should be an-

swering them?  How is our confi-

dence level then? 

 

When it comes to having confidence 

in God, itõs best to look at Godõs track 

record.  Open the Scriptures. You will 

see that God always wins.  You see 

the perfect trio at work: Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.  You find Godõs per-

fect Word giving life eternal. You find 

a real Savior, who conquered every 

temptation, overcame every enemy, 

and is seated victoriously in the heav-

enly realms.  The writer to the He-

brews puts it this way in Chapter 4:  
 

15 For we do not have a high priest 

who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but we have one who has 

been tempted in every way, just as we 

areñyet was without sin. 16 Let us 

then approach the throne of grace 

with confidence, so that we may re-

ceive mercy and find grace to help us 

in our time of need.  
 

So, howõs your confidence level?  It 

should be at an all time high!  When 

we recall all that Jesus has done for 

us, we can most certainly approach 

Godõs throne of grace with every con-

fidence, laying before him every 

prayer, petition, concern and request.  

Thereõs no reason to hold back or to 

walk away, just because God doesnõt 

answer immediately.  Perhaps his an-

swer is òNo,ó or òWait,ó or òNot in the 

manner requested but in a far better 

fashion!ó Best of all, God promises the 

we will receive mercy and find grace 

to help. Confidence ~ Itõs yours for the 

keeping!  

Pastor Steven Hillmer  

October 2009 

News & Highlights flowing from 

Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 

eternal life."    

(John 4:13-14) 

How confident  are you? 
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Bible classes are a wonderful way to get into the 

Word of God.  We want to make you aware of the 

various classes available and invite you to join us as 

you can. 

1) Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 am  the adults and 

children meet separately but are studying the 

same lessons, currently Old Testament Bible His-

tory. 

2) Family Bible Hour  @ 7:00 pm on Thursdays at 

the Lazy 5.  This month weôll conclude the study 

on Mormonism.  The children are learning a Bi-

ble passage each week in connection with a craft 

and  songs. 

3) Bible Information Classes are underway in 

smaller groups.  One is meeting Tuesday morn-

ing and one in the evening. 

4) Men'sô Bible Breakfastð 

All men are invited to 

IHOP in Spanish Springs 

for food for the body and 

soul.  Join us at 8:30 am on 

the first Saturday of the month. 

5) Coming soon: Women in the Word - a 

once a month ladies Bible study / fellowship 

/ night out.  If you are interested, please 

speak with Pastor Hillmer. (Perhaps you can 

also suggest a better name? This was mine.) 

6) Confirmation Classes will be held for our 

teenagers.  We study the 6 chief parts of Lu-

therôs Catechism in preparation for commu-

nicant membership.  Classes are Wednesday 

evenings at 6:45 pm. 

Bible Classes offered  

Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)  

What a joy it is to gather with 

Godôs people in worship and 

praise.  This month, we had our 

joint worship with Shepherd of 

the Mountains on Labor Day.  

112 were in worship with about 

75 staying for the picnic.   

  

    

     We also give thanks to God for moving the hearts of 

our people to give generously for the work here at The 

Springs as well as for the work of our Synod at large.  

About $4000 is needed each month in General Fund of-

ferings. The CMO (Congregational Mission Offering) 

supports our schools, missionaries at home and abroad.  

20% of all offerings given to the general 

fund are dedicated for this purpose.  In ad-

dition, all offerings received in the ñSpecial 

Missionsò envelopes also are remitted 

along with our CMO.   

Gifts Given  Sept.  Year to Date 
starting July 1, 09  

General Fund  $2415.56 $8,807 

Building Fund  Apr 09  $2525 $3,790 

Special Missions  $75 $345 

CMO Remitted (20%)  $483 $1,866 

Tone Chime Fund  $275 $675 

Balance in Checking  $11,700 ñ 

Balance in Savings  $8,000 ñ 

Attendance  Worship  Adult Bible 

Class  

Childrenõs 

Bible Class  

Family Bible 

Hour (Thurs)  

Sept. 6  112 15 16 8 kids, 12 adults  

Sept. 13  44 14 11 6 kids, 5 adults  

Sept. 20  38 11 8 4 kids, 3 adults  

Sept. 27  34 9 7 6 kids, 6 adults  
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Meet Our Members  

On the months that we donõt have new families joining, I 

would like to introduce a few continuing members.  As a new 

congregation, getting to know one another is important.  Pastor 

Tom Valleskey is working on a picture photo board that will be 

up each week to help us learn names and faces.  If you havenõt 

had your picture taken, please make yourself available for a 

picture.  

Youõve most likely seen Tim Koepsell  running around, help-

ing out, greeting, teaching Sunday school for the 2 -5 graders 

and whatever elseé but youõd be interested to know that Tim 

does a lot more running around than any of us - combined!  Tim 

loves to run, in fact thatõs one of the main reasons he moved 

back to Reno after graduating from Wisconsin Lutheran College and teaching for a year in Milwau-

kee at Hope Lutheran School.  Combined with the opportunity to get involved in starting a new 

church, Tim runs daily, sometimes more than 15 miles at one time, and thatõs because heõs training to 

see if he can qualify for the 2012 Olympics.  In the meantime, he also teaches at Galena High School.  

Tim also has been serving as our Evangelism Director, helping plan and coordinate our canvassing 

and other outreach events.  He invites everyone to come out and have some fun knocking on doors.  

Donõt worry, running fast is not a prerequisite for canvassing. 

 

   Meet Kevin Schlittenhart.  When heõs not serving behind the 

scenes as our Church Treasurer, paying our bills and keeping 

track of things, heõs an outstanding R.C. Wileyõs worker.  Kevin 

enjoys this opportunity to serve in a Mission Congregation, get-

ting to know many new people.  Kevin also served as our softball 

coach.   

 

   Finally, meet Tom (often called Pastor)  and Kirsten 

Valleskey .  In the mid 80õs, he was Pastor at Shepherd of the 

Mountains in Reno.  Tom has been retired for a few 

years from the full time ministry due to a heart attack, 

which he endured while serving in East Wenatchee, 

WA.  They moved back to Reno to be near family.  

Kirstenõs folks live in town and often youõll meet their 

daughter Karla and granddaughter Lilly who fly in from 

Salt Lake City.  Karla is a preschool teacher at our Lu-

theran school there.  They are expecting another girl 

soon!  You wonõt see Kirsten quite as regularly because 

her work, Cabelaõs, often calls her into work on Sunday 

mornings.  Tom works part time at Good Shepherdõs 

Clothes Closet and when not there, he enjoys managing 

our website and putting together our photo membership 

directory.  



along.  In the end we leave 

them with a flyer about one of 

our up coming events.  

We go out canvassing at 

2:00 pm on specific Saturdays.  

We first meet at Pastor Hill-

merõs house at 1:45 for training 

and designation of the various 

streets/homes to be covered.  

No experience necessary.  You 

will not be disappointed, itõs a 

wonderful way to spend an 

hour!  

This month weõll go out on 

Saturday October 17.  

ò2 x 2 @ 2ó is the name given 

to our regular canvassing ef-

forts.  The name pretty much 

says it all.  We go out in pairs.  

One person can be the talker, 

the other can be the smiling 

face and hand out brochures.  I 

have often gone out with one of 

my children.  We follow a short 

survey/questionnaire outline 

that you fill out as you go 

Serving one another is a won-

derful way to share Christõs 

love.  We currently have serving 

teams in the areas of Snack/

Refreshments, Ushers, and Of-

fering Counters.   

Teri Salgado has worked very 

hard to coordinate the lists of 

volunteers and has mailed out 

master lists.  Each monthõs 

teams are also listed on the 

Church Calendar which accom-

panies the Newsletter.  

Please take note when you 

are up for serving and with 

whom you serve.  Some teams 

were shifted around to assist 

those who are new to the various 

teams. 

If you need to make a switch, 

please make arrangements with 

another member, perhaps 

switching weeks with them.  

Otherwise, 

please call 

Teri 

Salgado to 

assist you.  

 

What a wonderful day it was as 112 people 

from The Springs and Shepherd of the Moun-

tains gathered for a special joint worship and 

church picnic.  Pastor John Beck reminded us 

of the special privilege it is òTo Come Inó so 

that we can òGo Out.ó  As more and more peo-

ple come in and hear Godõs word, the more we 

are encouraged to go out and live for God as 

well as bring others in.  Itõs a wonderful cycle.   

Thanks to Ben Benson and the 15 mem-

bers of the ensemble for sharing all their mu-

sical talents.   Thanks to the elders for cooking 

up steak for dinner and all those who brought 

those great side dishes!  The kids also had a 

blast in the 2 bounce houses!  

ò2 x 2 @ 2ó 

Serving Teams  

Joint Labor Day Recap  
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òYou will be my witnesses 

in all the world!ó 

Jesus 



The Leadership Team has 

completed their draft of our  

Constitution and Bylaws.  This 

was made available to every-

one in September by email and 

printed copies at worship.  

Please take a look over it. If 

you have questions or com-

ments please direct them to 

Mike Salgado.  This document 

is also in the hands of our dis-

trict for their review and ap-

proval.   

Once any additional 

changes or suggestions are 

made weõll be ready to take it 

to a vote in November.  We will 

then be able to apply for incor-

poration with the State of NV.  

This is an important step that 

has to be accomplished as we 

move towards standing on our 

own two feet.   

One of the benefits will in-

clude being able to purchase 

land.  Currently our leaders 

are speaking with the leaders 

of Spanish Springs Presbyte-

rian Church who are looking to 

sell between 10 and 40 acres of 

land located at the end of La 

Posada Dr.  At this time we do 

not know what they are asking 

but everything we hear seems 

very encouraging.  Weõll let you 

know more as we find out 

more. 

LWMS Fall Rally - October 17 in Modesto, CA  

Constitution and Bylaws ~ Update  

If you are interested in attending, please 

contact: Debra Schultz (209) 239 -8147 or 

email her at: dschultz@stpetermodesto.org 

by October 5th.   

 

LWMS stands for Lutheran Womenõs 

Missionary Society.  Their Fall rally will be 

held at St. Peterõs Lutheran Church in Mo-

desto, CA on Saturday October 17.    The 

guest speaker will be Pastor Guy 

Marquardt who served as our Missionary in 

Brazil for the past 15 years, until accept-

ing the call to serve our congregation in 

Lodi, CA. 
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Our circuit pastor has asked 

me to be the guest preacher 

and Mr. Ben Benson to serve 

as the choir and ensemble di-

rector.  A meal will be served 

following the worship service.  

If you are interested in go-

ing, please let Pastor Hillmer 

know and weõll arrange for car-

pooling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutherõs Seal 

Lutherans have long gath-

ered to celebrate and com-

memorate the Festival of the 

Lutheran Reformation.  This 

year is no different.  Your 

brothers and sisters in the 

faith from St. Markõs Lutheran 

Church in Citrus Heights, CA 

invite you to join them for this 

special Reformation Worship 

Service on Sunday afternoon at 

4:00 pm.   

WELS Area Reformation Service - Nov. 1  


