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Have you ever wished you 

could turn back the clock?  Iõm 

sure at one time or another 

youõve done something or said 

something that was very hurt-

ful, wrong and sinful.  If only 

you could hit rewind on the 

tape recorded of life, or perhaps 

just òhighlight and deleteó that 

darker time period.  Sadly, 

there isnõt a little 

red easy button to 

undo whatõs been 

done.  There is no 

iPhone app avail-

able yet, nor will 

there ever be.  

 

People try in 

many ways to 

undo the bad 

theyõve done. Thereõs the clas-

sic òcover up;ó but ask Adam 

and Eve how well those fig 

leaves worked.  Thereõs always 

the òrun awayó technique; but 

that didnõt solve the issue be-

tween Jacob and Esau.  Today 

many resort to drugs or alcohol 

to mask the shame, guilt and 

embarrassment; but we all 

know that doesnõt work either.  

Is there any way to turn back 

the clock and undo what weõve 

done? 

In his first epistle, the Apostle 

John wrote, ò8If we claim to be 

without sin, we deceive ourselves 

and the truth is not in us. 9If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just and will forgive us our sins 

and purify us from all unrighte-

ousness.ó  Claiming to be without 

sin is one way to deceive yourself.  

Claiming that you can deal with 

your sin by yourself is 

another way to be de-

ceived.  God speaks the 

truth to us as he gives 

us the only answer to 

dealing with our sin ð 

and thatõs to confess 

our sin to him.  

 

Confession is simply, 

honestly, openly admitting our 

wrong doing to God and stating 

that weõve failed him and fallen 

short of keeping his commands.  

Thereõs no need for excuses or fin-

ger-pointing, unless weõre pointing 

the finger at ourselves.  This 

means we swallow our pride and 

plead for his mercy.   Confession 

isnõt easy for the sinful nature, but 

itõs necessary and the new man of 

faith, as Luther said, òwould run 

100 miles just to confess oneõs sinó 

so that we can hear the blessed 

words of absolution.   
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Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 

eternal life."    

(John 4:13-14) 

Can you turn back the clock?  
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Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)  

What a joy it is to gather with 

Godôs people in worship and 

praise.  This month our average 

attendance and offerings were up 

from last month.  We give God 

thanks for moving peoplesô 

hearts to respond to the Gospel. 

  

    

     We also give thanks to God for moving the hearts of 

our people to give generously for the work here at The 

Springs as well as for the work of our Synod at large.  

About $4000 is needed each month in General Fund of-

ferings. The CMO (Congregational Mission Offering) 

supports our schools, missionaries at home and abroad.  

20% of all offerings given to the general 

fund are dedicated for this purpose.  In ad-

dition, all offerings received in the ñSpecial 

Missionsò envelopes also are remitted 

along with our CMO.   

Gifts Given  Oct.  Year to Date 
starting July 1, 09  

General Fund  $2947.25 $11,754 

Building Fund  Apr 09  $320 $4,110 

Special Missions  $25 $370 

CMO Remitted (20%)  $590 $2,456 

Tone Chime Fund  $155 $905 

Balance in Checking  $7,250 ñ 

Balance in Savings  $11,550 ñ 

Attendance  Worship  Adult Bible 

Class  

Childrenõs 

Bible Class  

Family Bible 

Hour (Thurs)  

Oct. 4  48 7 6 6 kids, 7 adults  

Oct. 11  39 3 5 4 kids, 5 adults  

Oct. 18  60 10 7 2 kids, 11 adults  

Oct. 25  54 9 5 4 kids, 8 adults  

With peace of mind restored, may we never 

be afraid again to go to God and confess our 

sins.  With joy in our hearts, may we share 

this good news with those who are still strug-

gling to turn back time on their own, for this 

news is for all.    

 

Pastor Steven Hillmer  

 

 
By the wayé donõt forget to turn 

back your clocks 1 hour on Oct 31!  

Free and full forgiveness is ours through 

faith in Jesus!  John, too, reminds us that 

òGod is faith and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-

ness.ó  

 

Thatõs even better than turning back the 

clock a few months or years.  This complete 

and total forgiveness is yours and mine 

through faith in Jesus; not by works, but 

Godõs gracious gift.  Confession can be 

made alone to God in prayer or corporately 

on Sunday mornings as we begin each wor-

ship service.  We can confess to one another 

so that we can assure each other of Godõs 

pardon and peace through  Jesusõ life, 

death and resurrection.  

Turning back the clock ñcontinued  



Bible classes are a wonderful way to get into the 

Word of God.  We want to make you aware of the 

various classes available and invite you to join us as 

you can. 

1) Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 am  the adults and 

children meet together for the first 2 weeks as we 

review the classic Martin Luther video. After 

that, weôll need to use this hour for the Open Fo-

rum and Votersô meetings. 

2) Family Bible Hour  @ 7:00 pm on Thursdays at 

the Lazy 5.  This month weôll work towards for-

mulating our Mission Statement.  The children 

are learning a Bible passage each week in con-

nection with a craft. 

3) Bible Information Classes are underway in 

smaller groups.  One is meeting Tuesday morn-

ing and one in the evening. 

4) Men'sô Bible Breakfastð 

All men are invited to 

IHOP in Spanish Springs 

for food for the body and 

soul.  Join us at 8:30 am on 

the first Saturday of the month. 

5) Coming soon: Women in the Word - a 

once a month ladies Bible study / fellowship 

/ night out.  If you are interested, please 

speak with Pastor Hillmer. (Perhaps you can 

also suggest a better name? This was mine.) 

6) Confirmation Classes will be held for our 

teenagers.  We study the 6 chief parts of Lu-

therôs Catechism in preparation for commu-

nicant membership.  Classes are Wednesday 

evenings at 6:45 pm. 

Bible Classes offered  
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Meet Our Members  

Sunday October 4 was a very special day for our 

church family as well as for Jair and Ana Morales.   

They brought their son, Ian , to the font of Godõs grace 

in Holy Baptism thorough which God offers, gives and 

seals the gifts of forgiveness of sins, life and eternal 

salvation.  Jair and Ana have almost completed our Bi-

ble Information Class and are eagerly looking forward 

to membership.  

This month, weõd also like to introduce Paul Cox.  

Heõs a man that most of us have seen or spoken with 

before and is per-

haps well know around our circles as òthe guy who build 

our altar.ó  We certainly thank God for endowing Paul 

with those special skills and abilities in the area of wood-

working.  Paul is the owner of Village Builders of NV, spe-

cializing in all kinds of remodeling, installation, cabinetry 

and more.  Paul originally hails from La Crosse, WI where 

he grew up on a dairy farm.  He thanks his parents for giv-

ing him a good work ethic and a strong Lutheran upbring-

ing in the church.  



Our Fall Outreach event ñCreation for Kids ñwas very well received.  Over 5000 flyers were dis-

tributed in the schools.  35 children pre -registered online.  Most were able to attend for part of the day.  

The Children were divided into 3 age groups:  1) Ages 3 -4, 2) K-1, and 3) 2-6.  Usually the younger 

classes are overflowing with children, but this time the opposite was true.  We had 16 in the oldest 

group, and even had to send some down to the middle group.  Thanks to all who were able to assist in 

making this a wonderful and memorable day!  

Creation for Kids Recap  
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The Final Quiz Bowl 

game challenged eve-

ryone, even Kayla, to 

remember what hap-

pened each day. 

 

Tim gives instructions 

for òThe Great Crea-

tion Relay Race.ó  The 

40 degree & winds did 

not stop the fun.  

Tim and Arwin work to-

gether as they demon-

strate the separation of 

water from water (Day 2). 

They threw 1/2 the bucket 

of water in air, the rest 

was dumped on the 

ground. The photographer 

may have gotten wet just 

after this picture was 

taken! Way to go!  

Ana helps 

Matthew and 

Danny with 

their crafts.  

Jim & Betty teach  the 

youngest group.  


