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Did you catch òall the sales on 

Black Friday?ó  How soon will 

your tree and Christmas deco-

ration be up?  Will the Christ-

mas cards be sent before 

Christmas this year? Quite 

honestly, there is a lot to get 

done before Christmas, but are 

you spiritually prepared for 

Christmas?  

Good news, God is here to 

help.  This time before Christ-

mas is known as ADVENT.  

The season of Advent gives us 

the time and opportunity to 

prepare your hearts to meet 

Jesus. 

Perhaps youõre having out of 

town guest coming and so you 

prepare the house by cleaning 

up, dusting, preparing a special 

meal.  Ah, how much more nec-

essary is it as we prepare to 

meet the baby Jesus in the 

manger!  

Itõs not a matter of dusting 

and baking, but a matter of re-

pentance.  Consider the words 

and actions of John the Bap-

tist ñthe forerunner of Christ.  

God assigned him to prepare 

peopleõs hearts to meet Jesus.  
4 And so John came, baptizing 

in the desert region and preach-

ing a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole 

Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem went out to 

him. Confessing 

their sins, they 

were baptized 

by him in the 

Jordan River. 

(Mark 1:4 -5) 

 

In the say 

way, the com-

ing Sunday and Wednesday wor-

ship services give us the opportu-

nity to prepare to meet our Savior.   

As the Lord leads us to confess our 

sins, he is òcleaning house.ó He 

leads us to see how destructive our 

sin is and how that separates us 

from God. Yet to those who confess 

he promises us his grace and for-

giveness.  This is how God pre-

pares us to behold the face our 

Savior with all joy.  

Godõs blessings to you this Ad-

vent season, as we prepare to meet 

Jesus our Savior, born in Bethle-

hem! 

Please note that the midweek 

Wednesday services will be held at 

Shepherd of the Mountains Lu-

theran Church (Lakeside and 

Peckham in Reno at 6:30 pm)  

 

Pastor Steven Hillmer  

December 2009 

News & Highlights flowing from 

Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 

water I give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 
eternal life."    

(John 4:13-14) 

Are you ready for Christmas?  

The Stream 
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Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)  

Each week we are privileged to 

share the Gospel in our Sunday 

worship services.  This past 

month has been a tremendous 

joy for us as many new face at-

tended worship for the first time!  

We also give thanks for the 

many who have shared their mu-

sical gifts with us and look for-

ward to hearing more! 

  

    

     We also give thanks to God for moving the hearts of 

our people to give generously for the work here at The 

Springs as well as for the work of our Synod at large.  

About $4000 is needed each month in General Fund of-

ferings. The CMO (Congregational Mission Offering) 

supports our schools, missionaries at home 

and abroad.  20% of all offerings given to 

the general fund are dedicated for this pur-

pose.  Thank you to all who contributed to 

our Tone Chime Fund.  We gathered ex-

actly what was needed to order the 3 oc-

tave set! 

Gifts Given  Nov.  Year to Date 
starting July 1, 09  

General Fund  $4463.24 $16,217 

Building Fund  Apr 09  $395 $4,505 

Special Missions  $75 $445 

CMO Remitted (20%)  $892 $3,348 

Tone Chime Fund  $939.69 $1944 

Balance in Checking  $5600 ñ 

Balance in Savings  $11,040 ñ 

Attendance  Worship  Adult Bible 

Class  

Childrenõs 

Bible Class  

Family Bible 

Hour (Thurs)  

Nov. 1  51 14 4 0 kids, 0 adults  

Nov. 8  51 18 6 4 kids, 5 adults  

Nov. 15  65 16 9 8 kids, 7 adults  

Nov. 22  49 15 7 No class 

Nov. 29  46 10 9 No class 

5 for this special service.  If you would like to 

assist, please speak with him.  We will be able to 

start decorating at 5pm that evening.  

We will also be mailing out 16,500 flyers to our 

community for this special service.  Extra flyers 

will be available for you to use as you invite 

friends and 

neighbors to 

come worship 

Jesus the Sav-

ior of all!  

Thursday Dec 24 -  7:00 pm  
Save the date!  This year will be our first 

Childrenõs Christmas program.  Over 20 chil-

dren will be involved in reading the Scriptures, 

singing and playing our new set of tone chimes.  

The theme will be òThe Gifts of Christmasó 

as we focus on 5 of the clear Old Testament 

prophecies of God to send Jesus ñthe greatest 

gift of all.  The service will conclude with a 

candle light Christmas carol sing along.  The 

last number will be Silent Night which the chil-

dren will accompany us on the tone chimes!  

In preparation for this, Paul Cox is heading up 

a team of volunteers to help prepare the Lazy 

Christmas Eve Worship @ The Springs!  

 



Bible classes are a wonderful way to get into the 

Word of God.  We want to make you aware of the 

various classes available and invite you to join us as 

you can. 

1) Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 am  the adults will be 

reviewing many of the Great Advent Promise 

Passages each week.  The children will be pre-

paring for the Christmas program. 

2) Family Bible Hour  @ 7:00 pm on Thursdays 

will not be meeting until January due to the many 

midweek worship services this month. 

3) Bible Information Classes are underway in 

smaller groups.  If you know someone who 

would like to take these classes, please speak 

with Pastor Hillmer. 

4) Men'sô Bible Breakfastð 

All men are invited to 

IHOP in Spanish Springs 

for food for the body and 

soul.  Join us at 8:30 am on 

the first Saturday of the month. 

5) Coming soon: Women in the Word - a 

once a month ladies Bible study / fellowship 

/ night out.  If you are interested, please 

speak with Pastor Hillmer. (Perhaps you can 

also suggest a better name? This was mine.) 

6) Confirmation Classes will be held for our 

teenagers.  We study the 6 chief parts of Lu-

therôs Catechism in preparation for commu-

nicant membership.   

Bible Classes offered  
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Meet Our Church Family  

Sunday November 15 was a very special day for our 

church family as well as for Tom and Danielle 

Wagner.   They brought their son, Danny , to the font 

of Godõs grace.  Through  Holy Baptism God made 

Danny his child and give him the precious gifts of 

forgiveness of sins, life and eternal salvation.  This 

request for baptism came about because the Wagners 

live next door to us (The Hillmers).  

This month, weõd 

also like to intro-

duce Dan and 

Angie Herman-

son.  Dan and 

Angie have been 

with us from the start, (back in April).  However due to 

the fact that Dan is one of the managers of Scheels, he is 

often called out of town.  Angie works in the medical pro-

fession.  They moved here with their dog òBrodyó 2 years 

ago from Appleton, WI in preparation for the opening of 

Scheels.  


