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Tone Chime Choir Debut

The Lord moved the hearts of people to contribute towards the Tone Chime Fund as we gathered
exactly enough to pay for them, the shipping and the special folders for music. Thanks to the quick
work of Cristie Gilkey, she was able to teach us how to play so that we could accompany the hymn,
OPrepare the Royal Hi ghwayé on Dec. 20.

Cristie will also be working with our children, helping
them learn music during the first 10 minutes of the Chil-
drends Sunday School hour .
them to play the tone chimes.

Our goal is use the tone chimes twice in worship each
quarter, once with the adults and once with the children.
The next time the adults will play is January 31. Prac-
tices will be at 10 am on Sundays. If you would like to
play, just show up and be ready to count to 4!

chir

Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)

What a December to reme
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Eve. Perhaps the highlight of all was our first Christmas Eve service in which our children shared the

good news of great joy with us in word and song. On Dec. 27 we usé&egviee of Nine Lessons an
Carolswith nine different readers and many musical instrumentalists and vocalists praising God.

Gifts Given Dec. Year to Date God continues to move the hearts of our people to give
generously for the spread of the Gospel locally and for

General Fund $3326.75 $19,543 our Synod at large. About $4000 is needed each manth
. in General Fund offerings to support the local work. The

Building Fund 395 4,900 : ey ;

ulding Fund_ aero9 | 9 ¥ CMO (Congregational Mission Offering) supports our

Special Missions $25 $470 schools, missionaries at home and abroad. 20% of all
CMO Remitted (20%) $655 $4.003 offerings given to the general fund are dedicated for this
- - - purpose. The Building Fund continues to grow steadily.

Balance in Checking $3,467 n These funds will be used to purchase land for the perma-
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Meet Our New Members

Sunday December 6 was a very special day for our church family as
we received 12 new people into membership at The Springs.

Having completed the Bible Information Classes are  Jeff and
Sonia Morreale, together with their children  Serena and An-
thony. They are very glad to be a part of our church family and look
forward to growing in the Word with us. Jeff is employed by the Ne-
vada National Guard, working out in Stead. Sonia is a teacher who
currently substitutes quite often in the Spanish Springs area schools.

Jair and Ana (Santana) Morales together with their chil-
dren Alejandra and lan have also completed the Bible Infor-
mation Class. Both are teachers by trade. Currently Jair works
at several Washoe Co. schools as a counselor. Ana was one of
the first to visit us, coming last March on a Sunday  before we
had our first Sunday Worship. Thankfully she came back and
joined us for Family Bible Hour. It has been a joy to get to know
this family.

L B | &
Amy Christiansen ,withherson Er i ¢ 0 Wa
and her sister -in-law Katie Porath  also completed
classes. Amy and Katie are both native Nevadans.
Amy is a nurse and works in the NICU at Renown.

Her husband, Brandon, is a maintenance worker

with Washoe Co. Katie Porath now works at the

business office Red Hawk,
able to work from home.

Finally we welcome Har ol d O0Ki pé and Thégjoiryus K|
by Profession of Faith, having been life long Lutherans. Kip has quite
a number of health challenges and perhaps will not be able join us on
Sundays. He turned 87 years young this past November. Kip is re-
tired Air Force. He served 3 years in WWII and flew the Berlin Airlift

children and grandchildren. Mary is able to ride the shuttle bus from
the new Cascades of the Sierra home where they live, just off Eagle
Canyon Rd.

in -©48. They moved here from the Sacr

oOoThank You! o

On behalf of my wife and family, | would like to We would like to thank the families of The
say OThank Youdé for t he v eSpringsforthe gifts we received for being Sur
which you presented us with on Christmas Eve, as School teachers. It has been our joy to teach

well as all the cards and thoughts and prayers your children and see them grow in the knowl:

throughout the year. Itis truly a joy to serve our edge that Jesus died and rose for them.

Savior and you. . .
Tim Koepsell and Jenny Hi

Pastor Hillmer

wlay r

Imer
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Christmas Eve Worship - Recap

For so many people, Christmas Eve is one of those worship services that you really look
forward to. This year was certainly no exception. Not only was this our first Christmas Eve
service, not only were we able to use candles (battery operated), but it was also the first time
we were able to involve our children in the worship service.

Our teen readers: Rose & Winnie Reynolds along
with Kayla & Matt Schlittenhart took turns reading
the larger portions of the Old Testament promises.
When it came time for the key verse, a group of
younger children came forward and recited their verse
from memory. When they were done, they placed a
gift box under the tree which was labeled with the
verse they recited. After all five promises were read
and gifts were placed under the tree, the entire group
joined to sing, OAs Each

Those gifts under the tree and the passages clearly
spelled out that Jesus is the Gift of God which is for all
people. The service concluded by reading the Christmas
Gospel from Luke 2 and singing 5 favorite Christmas
carols. It all ended on a very soft and tender note as the
children played the tone chimes for Silent Night.

The evening didndt end tthere thanks to the
folks who brought in Christmas goodies to go along
with the hot cider and coffee. | think all but 3 of the
97 people stayed around and visited, took pictures
and greeted each other for almost an hour. No one
really wanted to start taking down church, and that
was completely understandable.

Thanks to all who helped plan, set up, deco-
rate, bring poinsettias, make banners, prepare
the special music, bring yummy cookies and
everything else that helped make our first
Christmas Eve service so special!




