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What does it take to be able 

to hoist the Vince Lambardi 

trophy over your head?  Skill, 

strength, dedication and deter-

mination?  Youõll need to be on 

the winning team.  Even if 

youõre the 3rd 

string punter, 

you still get to 

make the state-

ment, òWe are 

the Champions!ó 
 

Even if youõre not person-

ally on the roster, many folks, 

by virtue of the hat on their 

head and colored jersey, will 

still claim òWe are the Champi-

ons!ó  Despite what they may 

think, their cheering from the 

recliner did not help the team 

win.  Yet itõs nice to be associ-

ated with the winners.  
 

Thank goodness life is more 

than football.  Thank goodness 

being on the championship 

team does not depend on your 

running abilities or possessing 

the strength to move other 360 

pound men around.  
 

In fact, when it comes to the 

eternal championship and the 

trophy of heaven, the battle 

has already been won!  Jesus 

has defeated Satan by his 

death on the cross.  Whatõ so 

amazing is that God, by his sheer 

grace, has made you a member of 

the winning team!   
 

God sent his Holy Spirit to you 

either at your baptism or in the 

preaching of the Word.  He put 

saving faith in your heart. He 

dressed you in Christõs righteous-

ness.  Each week we gather to 

hear òthe replayó of Christõs vic-

tory over sin, death and Satan.  

We get to cheer, rejoice, sing and 

shout for we know what this 

means for us eternally! Eternal 

life isnõt a silly dust-collecting tro-

phy, itõs a reality that never fades. 
 

One thing about those trophies 

and championship banners, they 

are usually hung for all to see.  In 

the same way, letõs lift high the 

banner of Christ for all to see.   

 

We do this as we talk about 

Godõs love with our friends and 

neighbors.  We do this as we con-

duct a family devotion.  We do this 

as we invite a friend to worship.  

Let the victorious banner of Jesus 

fly high, for he has won eternal 

salvation for all.   What a trophy!  

 
 

Pastor Steven Hillmer  

February 2010 

News & Highlights flowing from 

Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 

eternal life."    

(John 4:13-14) 

Champions? 

The Stream 
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Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)  

As the Psalmist said, ñI rejoiced 

with those who said unto me, let us 

go to the house of the Lord.ò (Psalm 

122) Truly it is a joy to worship our 

God and study his Word each week.  

Even into the New Year, God con-

tinues to bring new faces to join us 

in worship.  What a joy it is to share 

his love! 

One thing about Godôs giving to us 

- he is always faithful, always suffi-

cient, always providing what we need and quite often, much more!  One of the ways we show our thanks to God is 

with our regular offerings.  God teaches us in the Scriptures, ñOn the first day of every week, set aside a sum of 

money in keeping with your income.ò ( 1 Cor. 16).  This way, even if we are unable to make it to church one week, 

when we are in the habit of ñsetting aside Godôs portion first each week,ò we are able to give to God what is His.   

Some people do this by bringing their regular offerings as well as the ones from the week(s) they missed. Others 

have simply mailed in their offerings to the church office ahead of time if they knew they would be gone for a week . 

About $4000 is needed each month in General Fund offer-

ings to support the local work. We fell short in 2009 by an 

average of $550 a month. Starting in July 2010, our subsidy 

from WELS will decline by $800 a month. This is according 

to plan. For as we grow and begin to take more ownership, 

we, by Godôs grace, will be able to support the work by our-

selves.  As you plan your offerings, consider all that God 

gives to us, regularly, faithfully and richly. ñPraise the Lord, 

O my soul, and forget not all his benefits!ò (Ps. 103:2)  

The Building Fund continues to grow steadily. We are 

thankful for these gifts. They will be used to purchase land 

for the permanent site of The Springs Lutheran Church. 

Gifts Given  Jan.  Year to Date  

General Fund  $3,950.55 $3,950.55 

CMO Remitted (20%)  $840 $840 

Special Missions  $50 $50 

Building Fund  Apr ô09 $355 $5,255 

Balance in Checking  $3,137 ñ 

Balance in Savings  $11,789 ñ 

Attendance  Worship  Adult Bible 

Class  

Childrenõs 

Bible Class  

Family Bible 

Hour (Thurs)  

Jan. 3  61 11 9 8 adults / 8 kids  

Jan. 10  46 9 8 7 adults / 6 kids  

Jan. 17  50 11 7 7 adults / 8 kids  

Jan. 24  51 13 12 6 adults / 6 Kids  

Jan. 31  62 11 9  

Come enjoy this time of fellowship and fun 

while planning for future activities.  

When:   Friday, February 26  

Time:   7:00 p.m. 

Where:   Cindy Porathõs House 

 10340 Palm Springs Drive  

* Bring a snack to share.  Beverages 

will be provided.  

òFirst Everó Womenõs Group Meeting 

Directions:  

Take the first left after Eagle Canyon, off 

the Pyramid Highway, this will be West 

Skyranch.  The first left is Palm Springs Dr.  

We are on the left, 3 rd  house from the end of  

the street.  

Hope to see you there!  

Any questions? Please call, 

(775) 425 -1745 
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Meet Our New Members / Baptism Sunday  

This month we welcomed one family to our Springs Lutheran Church Family.  We also made 

plans for a Celebration of Baptism Sunday, not knowing if there would be any baptisms.  Either 

way, a Sunday dedicated to celebrating one of Godõs most precious gifts to us is always worth-

while.  As the Lord would have it, we did have one baptism.  The Lord also opened many doors to 

talk about baptism with other families too.   

We welcome Travis and Heidi Kieckbusch,  together with 

their children Brooke and Bailey.  Heidi has been a life long 

WELS member, confirmed in one of our sister churches in Las Ve-

gas.  They did live in WI  for 5 years so that Travis could com-

plete his studies and residency.  Travis currently is an orthopedic 

surgeon here in Reno; but loves to hunt and fish as well as read-

ing and being with the family  Heidi is a teacher by trade but is 

not currently teaching. She loves horses, rodeos, arts and crafts 

and cooking.   Brooke is 18 years old and  attends Feather River 

College in Quincy, CA on a rodeo scholarship.  Bailey is 10 and in 

the 5th grade at Spanish Springs Elementary.  Her interests also include horses and rodeo.  Bai-

ley also is involved in dance, honor choir and 4H.    The Kieckbuschõs are very thankful for the 

inviting, friendly and comfortable environment at The Springs are looking forward to meeting 

more members and participating in church related activities.   

Eight year old Jordan Collingwood, the 

daughter of  Michelle Tye  and Chris Colling-

wood  was baptized on Sunday January 31.  

(Chris is the son  of 

Russ and Patricia 

Collingwood) It was a 

joy to have many 

family member in at-

tendance and to cele-

brate Godõs gift of 

Baptism for Jordan.  

Lutheran Pioneers  
ěȺ |ƶ±ȡƖ̃Ⱥ Ⱥ"Ŧ± ŴƶƖô íƶȉ ƶƖ± Ⱥƶ ȉ±"ŴĜˈ± ȺĊ"Ⱥ ȺĊ±ȉ± "ȉ± ƌ"Ɩʲ ʲƶɔƖô lĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ ĜƖ ƶɔȉ lƶƖôȉ±̘

gation.  This is a wonderful blessing and privilege.  In view of our Christian calling to bring 

ɔǺ lĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ ĜƖ ȺĊ± ʞ"ʲ ƶí ȺĊ± ųƶȉ|ˮ ʞ± ʞƶɔŴ| ŴĜŦ± Ⱥƶ ƌ"Ŧ± ɔȡ± ƶí ȺĊ± ȡȺȉƶƖô kĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ̃ȡ ƌĜƖ̘

istry program the WELS has put together in Lutheran Pioneers.   

During the months of February and March, Mr. Mike Salgado will be working to train adult leaders 

and familiarize them with the Pioneer program.  Our goal is to use the Thursday Evenings at the Lazy 5 

twice a month, starting after Easter.  If you are interested in getting involved, speak with Mike Salgado. 



Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) is the seminary which is owned and operated by the Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).  This is where all our pastors complete their final four years of 

training for the public ministry.  This year, in conjunction with the WELS Board for Home Missions, they 

are able to help fund a summer program for the students which allows them to get hands on experience in 

a local congregation.  (After completing my second year of seminary, I was the Summer Assistant for Cal-

vary Lutheran Church in Bellevue, WA).  Having been encouraged by our District Mission Board, and 

speaking with Pastor Beck, we applied for a student whose time would be split between The Springs and 

Shepherd of the Mountains.  Here is the scope of the work he would be doing for both congregations.  

1. Assist canvassing, door hangers and surveying neighborhoods.  

2. Assist follow -up on people already on our prospect lists.  

3. Spend about a week with Pastors Beck / Hillmer and other lay persons canvassing in Fallon, NV.  

4. Fill in preaching on Sundays when the pastors are on vacation.  

5. Assist with Tree of Life Youth Bible Camp July 12 -16 in Weimar, CA.  

6. Assist with the Outreach Basketball camps held the week of July 19 -23. (AM camp for The Springs 

and PM camp for Shepherd.)  

Should we be granted a student, he would be with us from June 1 through August 1 (or 15).  Shepherd  

pays for half ($3500).  The Springs contributes $500.  WELS Board for Home Missions granted us $3000 to 

cover the rest.  We already have an SotM member who has a vehicle for his to use.  We will need to secure 

housing for him (or them, if married).  We will know by March 1 if we have been assigned a student or not.  

Summer Seminary Student Assistant from WLS  
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Each quarter, we hold an òOpen Forumó 

meeting in place of the Adultõs Sunday Morn-

ing Bible Class.  We do this so the Leadership 

Team can relate important matters to the en-

tire congregation and also so that that congre-

gation can give their feed back and sugges-

tions.  All members are encouraged to attend.    

Items for discussion will include: 1)2010 -

2011 Ministry Plan (budget) 2) Pioneer Pro-

gram 3) Outreach plans for 2010 4) Update on 

òthe landó prospects 

Open Forum - Feb 14 

TCW stands for T ravel - Canvass - Witness.  

Supported by WELS Kingdom Workers, WELS 

college students spend their spring break working 

with churches and enjoying some break -time too.   

This year we will have the same group of 

students from UW -Madison who helped us last 

year.  They should arrive in time to help with 

T.C.W.  Team Set to arrive March 26 -April 4  

Easter -4-Kids on March 27.  During the week, 

they will canvass and hang door hangers.  They 

are excited to return because they had to leave 

last year before we had our first worship service.  

Now they get to see what itõs like!  If you are able 

Menôs Retreat
  March 5-7, 2010 Koinonia Conference Grounds Watsonville, CA 

 

Retreat Fee of $170.00 includes lodging, meals (Sat. 

breakfast, lunch, dinner, Sun. breakfast), coffee, snacks 

and a T -shirt.  Forms available from Pastor Hillmer  The registration fee is due by February 23rd
.  After 

then, please call in your registration to Apostles Lu-

theran Church at (408)-225-0107.   For additional questions, e-mail  Mike Bitcon, at  
mjbitcon@comcast.net 

mailto:mjbitcon@att.net


Bible classes are a wonderful way to get into the 

Word of God.  On Sunday mornings at 9:00 there 

are three classes offered. 

1) Adults are studying Old Testament Bible history.  

Each lesson parallels the childrenôs lessons.  The 

take-home-sheets allow for daily review for the whole 

family.  This month we study the life of King David. 

2) PreK-K Class is led by Christina McGrath. These 

lessons are designed for the very youngest ones, help-

ing them learn of Godôs love in the Bible stories. 

3) Grades 1-4 is led by Kevin Schlittenhart.  The chil-

dren study the life King David, parallel to the adults. 
 

Throughout the week there are also various op-

portunities to get into the Word. 
 

1) Bible Information Classes are underway in smaller 

groups.  If you know someone who would like to take 

these classes, please speak with Pastor Hillmer. 

2) Menôs Bible Breakfastð All men are invited to 

IHOP in Spanish Springs for food for the body 

and soul.  Join us at 8:30 am on the first Satur-

day of the month. 

3) Confirmation Classes are held for our teenag-

ers.  We study the 6 chief parts of Lutherôs Cate-

chism to prepare for communicant membership.   

4) Women in the Word The first meeting will be 

Friday Feb 26 at the Porathôs house.  See page 2 

for more information. 

5) Womenôs Bible Study in Fallon On Thursday 

February 11, we will start meeting weekly at the 

home of Cass Barrett 275 River Village Dr.   

They will follow the book, "Lord, I Need Grace 

to Make It Today" by Kay Ar-

thur (Northwest Publishing 

House)  If you have the book 

before the first meeting, please 

read the introduction, and Chap-

ter One (I Feel so Unworthy).   

Bible Studies Offered  

Having had so many people come through the Bible Information Class, many have asked, òNow 

what?ó  Well hereõs the answer: òDiscipleship Training Seminar.ó  The adults will finish this course 

on the second Thurs. of the month (Feb 10).  We will not meet on Thursdays during Lent; Wednes-

day Lent worship services at SotM will take the place of Family Bible Hour.  

We begin at 7:00 and go for an hour.  Jenny will also be leading the children in a Bible lesson, 

craft, music and games.  Weõll see you there! 

Family Bible Hour - Thursday Evenings @ Lazy 5  
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The season of Lent is fast ap-

proaching.  It begins with  Ash 

Wednesday on Feb. 17. 

The season of Lent is 40 days 

set aside to ponder and meditate 

upon the suffering of our Savior.  

What tremendous love he dis-

played for us as he willingly 

went to the cross.  The theme 

will be òWe Preach Christ Cruci-

fied.ó 

Joint Lenten Worship Services @ SotM in Feb -Mar  

Wednesday Schedule:  

5:30 pm Supper  

6:30 pm Worship  

Midweek Lenten worship will 

be Wed. evenings, starting with 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17.   

 

 

 

 

 

A light supper will be served at 

5:30 pm. All are welcome!  
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Open Forum 

Sunday February 14 @ 9:00 am 

All are encouraged to attend! (Details on p. 4) 

 

 Midweek Lenten Worship 

Ash Wednesday is February 17.  We will have a joint 

worship service at Shepherd of the Mountains in Reno. 

This will continue for all the Wednesdays in Lent. 

 

Soup Supper @ 5:30 pm 

Worship @ 6:30 pm (Details on p. 5) 

Church Office Information  
6960 Verite Ct. 
Sparks, NV 89436 
 

Phone: (775) 354-2800 
 

Email: PastorHillmer@TheSpringsLutheran.org  

Our Meeting Place  
Lazy 5 Regional Park - The Cottonwood Room 
7100 Pyramid Highway 

Sparks, NV 89436 
 

Park Rangerõs Office Phone: (775) 823-6501 

Renewing your Faith  
 

Refreshing your Soul  
 

Revitalizing your Spirit  

www.TheSpringsLutheran.org  

6960 Verite Ct. 

Sparks, NV 89436 


