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When it comes to formulat-

ing a mission statement, one 

really has to look no further 

than the Scriptures. Over the 

past months, at various Bible 

Classes and Leadership Team 

meetings, we‟ve been doing just 

that.  As we read the passages 

and considered our specific lo-

cation and the people whom we 

serve, the phrase in the box 

crystallized. 

We live 

in a world 

of change.  

From em-

ployment to 

o u t  o f 

work… from health to sick-

ness… from good relationships 

to broken ones… from living in 

one part of the country to mov-

ing across country… from kids 

growing up to gray hairs 

sprouting like weeds and bones 

creaking… change is all 

around.  

Sadly too, many people 

have experienced changes in 

the way their churches view 

the Scriptures.  Is it all God‟s 

Word?  Is every word truth?  Is 

it reliable?  Do all the words 

still apply to me?  Others are 

confused and frustrated why 

things are changing, especially 

when those changes seem to go 

against the Word of God. 

The “Word of God” is more 

than just a phrase - it‟s truth, un-

changing truth, unbending truth, 

full of everlasting grace, mercy, 

love and hope.  When one starts to 

change the Word of God to suit 

one‟s desires, (either knowingly or 

unknowingly) one is shaking the 

very foundation of their salvation! 

 

In view of the 

eternal  impli-

cations and 

out of love for 

God and his 

unchang i ng 

Word, we will adopt this phrase as 

our Mission Statement.  

This means that all aspects of 

our ministry begin by asking “How 

can we help share the unchanging 

Word of God with a changing 

world? How can we best share 

God‟s Word in worship and Bible 

Classes? How can we assist and 

foster people‟s relationship with 

God?  How can we help them grow 

in their faith?  How can we help 

people serve God and others?  

Each area of ministry will wrestle 

with these questions, but that‟s 

good, because it helps us keep our 

focus on sharing God‟s Word with 

people. 
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News & Highlights flowing from 

Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 

eternal life."    

(John 4:13-14) 

Weõre on a Mission! 

The Stream 
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Continued on page 3  
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Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)  

As the Psalmist said, ñI re-

joiced with those who said unto 

me, let us go to the house of the 

Lord.ò (Psalm 122) Truly it is a 

joy to worship our God and 

study his Word. We also thank 

God as we are able to share his 

love with new people each week. 

This month we entered the sea-

son of Lent.  Along with an addi-

tional midweek worship service on Wednesday evening at Shepherd of the Mountains (SotM), we now 

also offer the same midweek service at 1:30 pm up here in the Spanish Springs area.  Thanks to our mem-

ber Mary Klopp for working with the manager of Cascades of the Sierra Senior Home where she and Kip 

live. We have free use of their Movie Theater room to hold worship.  The same sermon will be delivered 

at both locations.  Pastor Beck and myself will rotate preaching as we do for the evening services. 

We give thanks to God for the offerings he leads peo-

ple to bring each week.  Currently about $4000 is 

needed each month to support the local work. Starting 

July ó10, our subsidy from WELS will decline by $800 a 

month which is according to plan. As we grow in num-

bers we will also need to grow in supporting ourselves. 

By Godôs grace, he will lead us to do this. As you plan 

your offerings, consider how God gives to us so regu-

larly, faithfully and richly. ñPraise the Lord, O my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits!ò (Ps. 103:2)  

 

Gifts Given  Feb.  Year to Date  

General Fund $3,113.36 $7,063.91 

CMO Remitted (20%) $647 $1487 

Special Missions $25 $75 

Building Fund  Apr ô09 $475 $5,655 

Balance in Checking $6,310 — 

Balance in Savings $12,189 — 

Attendance Worship Adult Bible 

Class 

Childrenõs 

Bible Class 

Family Bible 

Hour (Thurs) 

Feb. 7  46 8 8 8 adults / 7 kids 

Feb. 14  54 11 8 7 adults / 6 kids 

Feb. 21  Midweek Lent  Church cancelled due to snow  

Feb. 28  57 10 11 Feb 17:  16 

    Feb. 24:  14 

The Ladies enjoyed their first meeting at 

Cindy Porathõs house.  Jenny Hillmer led the 

Bible Study on òThe Addressó of the Lordõs 

Prayer.  Lots of snacks and good fellowship 

were enjoyed.  Jenny Hillmer explained about 

LWMS and Mite Boxes.  A òHelping Handsó 

calendar is organized for bringing meals to 

the Collingwoodõs for March.  See Cindy if you 

are able to bring a meal.  Next meeting will 

be at Davidõs Grill @ Red Hawk, since thatõs 

were Katie Porath works.  

Womenõs Group Meeting 

Come enjoy this time of fel-

lowship and fun while planning 

for future activities.  

When:   Friday, March 26  

Time:   7:00 p.m. 

Where:   Davidõs Grill @ Red Hawk 

Directions:   The intersection of Wingfield 

Pkwy and Wingfield Springs Road  

Questions? Please Cindy Porath 425 -1745. 
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Mission Statement and Organization  

The diagram below highlights the four main areas of our ministry.  They are in that order 

for a reason.  Our Elders ‟ main focus concerns Worshipping God with our best.  At wor-

ship we come to God‟s Altar to hear His Word, sing His praises, baptize, commune, confess 

our sins and hear those precious words of forgiveness and life eternal through Jesus our Sav-

ior.  Review the following passages:  Matthew 4:10… Matthew 11:28-30… Romans 12:1... He-

brews 10:22-25.  As we hear God‟s Word in worship we are compelled to the next aspect of 

our ministry. 

Before our Savior ascended he gave His Church clear instructions concerning sharing the 

Gospel.  Read through the following passages:  Matthew 28:19-20...March 16:15… Luke 

24:45-48… John 20:21… Acts 1:8.  In view of God‟s Word, our Outreach  team  seeks To 

Share Godõs Word with all people. This happens as we go out and canvas, as we maintain 

our website and as we invite people to worship and other special events throughout the year.  

You don‟t have to be a part of the team to do this either.  It happens as you share your faith 

and invite your friends and neighbors to come and hear God‟s Word that the Holy Spirit may 

work upon their hearts.  That leads to the next aspect of our ministry. 

Our Christian Education  Team  seeks to help people Grow in Godõs Word, in faith 

and in love through Bible classes. Whether its Sunday school classes for our children, Con-

firmation classes for our teens, Bible Information class for adults, Ladies group, Men‟s Bible 

Breakfast or Lutheran Pioneers… all of these seek to help us grow in God‟s Word.  Read 

through these  passages: 1 Peter 2:2-3… 2 Peter 3:18… 2 Timothy 3:14-15.  This leads to the 

next aspect of ministry. 

When one hears God‟s Word and sees God‟s amazing love for them the Christian wants to 

say “Thank you” to God.  Serving God and others is a great way to say “Thank you.”  Our 

Church Life  Team helps coordinate the various service activities: serving snacks, visiting 

the sick, hosting a Bible 

class, playing an instrument 

for worship.  Read through 

Mark 10:45… Joshua 

24:15… Romans 12:5-6… 1 

Peter 4:10… Psalm 133:1. 

Our Property and Fi-

nance  committee is also a 

“service” team. They assist 

in keeping track of offerings, 

as well as maintaining our 

property and assets. 
 

With God‟s help, led by 

the Holy Spirit, we strive to 

Share the unchanging Word 

of God with a changing 

world.  
 

Pastor Steven Hillmer 

ωChristian 
Education

ωChurch 
Life

ωOutreachωElders

Worshipping
God with 
our Best!

Sharing
DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

with all 
people!

Growingin 
DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 
in Faith and 

in Love!

Serving
God and 

others with 
our All!



Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) is the seminary which is owned and operated by the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).  This is where all our pastors complete their fi-

nal four years of training for the public ministry.  This year, in conjunction with the WELS Board 

for Home Missions, they are able to help fund a summer program for the students which allows 

them to get hands on experience in a local congregation.  Having been encouraged 

by our District Mission Board, and speaking with Pastor Beck, we applied for a 

student whose time would be split between The Springs and Shepherd of the 

Mountains.  On March 1, Professor James Tiefel (WLS) informed me that Stephen 

Koelpin (pronounced Cal „peen) has been assigned to Reno/Sparks.  Here is a bio 

that Stephen sent to me. 

Stephen Koelpin was born to Pastor Philip and Dianne Koelpin on September 7th, 1983 in 
Flagstaff Arizona.  At age 5 he moved with his family to Tucson, Arizona where he grew up and 
attended Redeemer Lutheran grade school.  Upon graduating from grade school he was shipped by his parents 
to the cold state of Wisconsin to attend Luther Preparatory School in Watertown.  After graduating from high 
school he enrolled in pastoral studies program at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN.  In 2006, after gradu-
ating from Martin Luther College, Stephen moved back to Tucson for 2 years where he worked for a civil engi-
neering company as a land surveyor.  After careful consideration and prayer, the Lord led Stephen to enroll at 
²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ нллуΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ άaƛŘŘƭŜǊέ ȅŜŀǊ όнnd year) at the 
seminary.  Stephen enjoys being outdoors as well as playing golf, basketball, fishing, and hiking. 

Summer Seminary Student Assistant from WLS  
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TCW stands for Travel - Canvass - Witness.  

Supported by WELS Kingdom Workers, WELS 

college students spend their spring break working 

with churches and enjoying some break-time too.   

This year we will have the same group of stu-

dents from UW-Madison who helped us last year.    

T.C.W.  Team Set to arrive March 27 -April 4  

During the week, they will canvas and hang door 

hangers.  They are excited to return because they 

had to leave last year before we had our first wor-

ship service.  Now they get to see what it‟s like!  If 

you are able to provide a meal or snacks, that 

would help out tremendously.  They will be stay-

ing with the Hillmer‟s and Hermanson‟s. 

Abby McGrath March 7 

Ian Morales  March 16 

Jenny Hillmer March 19 

Betty Houser March 22 

Steven Hillmer March 30 
 

We have no anni-

versaries on record 

for March. 

Happy March Birthday and Anniversary! 

Hi, my name is Truda Reynolds. I have no doubt met or seen most of 

you at The Springs Lutheran Church. My husband, Timothy, plays the 

keyboard at some of the services and my daughter, Winnie, has played 

flute in church. I have also participated in the music by playing French 

horn and even chimes! Well, my new role at The Springs is to maintain 

the church database. This includes keeping track of member information 

such as phone numbers, addresses, birthdays and anniversaries, key 

spiritual events like baptisms and confirmations, and giving. We would 

like to gather this information from you, the members and congregation of 

The Springs Lutheran Church. Please email updates or information for 

our church database to me at trudareynolds@gmail.com . Or you can fill 

out the Church Data Base Update sheet at church or take it home with 

you to complete. Ask Pastor Hillmer or me! This information helps the 

ministry of our church to its members.  

mailto:trudareynolds@gmail.com


Bible classes are a wonderful way to get into the 

Word of God.  On Sunday mornings at 9:00 there 

are three classes offered. 

1) Adults are studying Old Testament Bible history.  

Each lesson parallels the childrenôs lessons.  The 

take-home-sheets allow for daily review for the whole 

family.  This month we learn about Naaman, Heze-

kiah and Daniel. 

2) PreK-K Class is led by Christina McGrath. These 

lessons are designed for the very youngest ones, help-

ing them learn of Godôs love in the Bible stories. 

3) Grades 1-4 is led by Kevin Schlittenhart.  The chil-

drenôs lessons parallels the adultsô. 
 

Throughout the week there are also various op-

portunities to get into the Word. 
 

1) Bible Information Classes are underway in 

smaller groups.  If you know someone who 

would like to take these classes, please speak 

with Pastor Hillmer. 

2) Menôs Bible Breakfastð All men are invited to 

IHOP in Spanish Springs for food for the body 

and soul.  Join us at 8:30 am on the first Satur-

day of the month. 

3) Confirmation Classes are held for our teenag-

ers.  We study the 6 chief parts of Lutherôs Cate-

chism to prepare for communicant membership.   

4) Women in the Word The next meeting will be 

Friday Mar 26 at Davidôs Grill.  See page 2 for 

more information. 

5) Womenôs Bible Study in Fallon 
meets Thursday evenings at the 

home of Cass Barrett 275 River 

Village Dr.  We are studying 

ñGodôs Providenceò. 

Bible Studies Offered  

Lutheran Pioneers  
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The season of Lent is 40 days 

set aside to ponder and meditate 

upon the suffering of our Savior.  

What tremendous love he dis-

played for us as he willingly 

went to the cross.  The theme 

this year is “We Preach Christ 

Crucified.” 

Midweek Lenten services  are 

held each Wednesday at 2 loca-

tions.  Join us at either one! 

Joint Lenten Worship Services @ SotM  

ěȺ |ƶ±ȡƖ̃Ⱥ Ⱥ"Ŧ± ŴƶƖô íƶȉ ƶƖ± Ⱥƶ ȉ±"ŴĜˈ± ȺĊ"Ⱥ ȺĊ±ȉ± "ȉ± ƌ"Ɩʲ ʲƶɔƖô lĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ ĜƖ ƶɔȉ lƶƖôȉ±ô"ȺĜƶƖ˱  ȹĊĜȡ Ĝȡ 

a wonderful blessing and privilege.  In view of our Christian calling to bring up children in the way of the 

ųƶȉ|ˮ ʞ± ʞƶɔŴ| ŴĜŦ± Ⱥƶ ƌ"Ŧ± ɔȡ± ƶí ȺĊ± ȡȺȉƶƖô kĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ̃ȡ ƌĜƖĜȡȺȉʲ Ǻȉƶôȉ"ƌ ȺĊ± ʝ°ųȠ Ċ"ȡ ǺɔȺ 

together in Lutheran Pioneers.  In March, Mr. Mike Salgado will be working to train adult lead-

ers and familiarize them with the Pioneer program.  Our goal is to use the Thursday Evenings 

at the Lazy 5 twice a month, starting after Easter.  If you are interested in getting involved, 

speak with Mike Salgado. 

Wednesday Schedule:  

At Cascades of the Sierra  

1: 30 pm Worship 

At Shepherd of the Mountains  

5:30 pm Supper 

6:30 pm Worship 
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Cascades of the Sierra is located 

just off Eagle Canyon Road to-

wards the High School.  At the 

second round-a-bout, stay to the 

right.  You can‟t miss the 3 story 

building!  Ask at the front desk 

for the Movie Theater room. 



Easter for Kids  
Saturday March 27 

1:00 to 3:30 pm  
 

Sign up your children (Ages 3-12) and have them 

bring some friends too!  This will be an afternoon of 

fun, crafts, music and more all focusing on the Real 

Meaning of EasterñJesus our Savior! 

 

Register online at 

www.TheSpringsLutheran.org  

or call (775) 354-2800 

Church Office Information  
6960 Verite Ct. 
Sparks, NV 89436 
 

Phone: (775) 354-2800 
 

Email: PastorHillmer@TheSpringsLutheran.org  

Our Meeting Place  
Lazy 5 Regional Park - The Cottonwood Room 
7100 Pyramid Highway 

Sparks, NV 89436 
 

Park Rangerõs Office Phone: (775) 823-6501 

Sharing the unchanging  
 

Word of God 
 

with a changing world!  

www.TheSpringsLutheran.org 

6960 Verite Ct. 

Sparks, NV 89436 


