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Jesus himself says,

"Everyone who drinks
this water will be thirsty
again, but whoever drinks
the water | give him will
never thirst. Indeed, the
water | give him will
become in him a spring of
water welling up to
eternal life."

(John 4:134)
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

Can you carry that cross?

You may think that the title
is a silly question? | would

be utterly crushed by the cross i

the weight of our own sins. We

tend to agreed with you. Yet it will not be able to stand on the

Is so amazing that many people last day. We will be the ones cry-
willing choose to carry all ing out, OMy God,
kinds of ocrossehave you forsaken
You see the burdens on their
faces and hear it in
their words. How sad!

that voice be silenced?

Through these past
weeks of Lent and on
through Holy Week,
wedve watec
endure THEE
CROSS and suffer for
all the sins of all peo-
ple. Thatis a cross
no one but Jesus himself could
carry! Thankfully he did and
he did it because he loves you

The answer is simply to trust the
one who has bourn the cross for
you, in your place. Jesus endured

and all people. Godds wrath so t he
Then why is it that people would be paid in full. Nothing
. could be closer to the truth!
still choose to carry around the
burden of sin and guilt as if Yes, there are o0c
there was no hope? as Christians: ridicule for stand-
o ing up for truth, scorn from those
The bottom line is that the Who donét believe

sinful nature in each of us

told us these crosses we will bare,
|l oves to bel

, : € but these cannot harm our faith.
eousness. o | t_ In fact, God often uses these
caneamy our s al vatigggeestostrengthen our faith in
you just try hard enoug_h and him as our one and only Savior.
do enough good. Nothing could  therefore we can rejoice in these
be further from the truth! crosses and gladly bear them.
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If we think that way, we will Continued on page 3
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...continued from page one

Do you know people, a friend, a neighbor, a family member, who is going though hard

times right now? You want to help, but youdre |
to the Lord in prayer first of all. Ask him for the words to speak and trust him as you sim-
ply share what you already know to be true. Invite them to come to worship and hear the
Word of truth and see what Jesus has done for them. You may consider taking a devotional
booklet from church and giving it to them. You can tell them that you are praying for them.
What a wonderful way to share the message of Jesus who carried the cross for us all!
And, as for that picture on the fronté that is Adan
teered to carry the cross down the side of Pyramid Hwy on Good Friday to the sign. He and Nathan
Retzlaff took turns dragging the 14 ft tall cross which Paul Cox made. It was quite a dramatic ex-
perience. The cross was draped with a black sash Fri -Sat and was changed to white on Easter.
Pastor Steven Hillmer
Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)
With the close of service q Attendance Worship Adult Bible Chi | dr { LentWorship
March 28, The Springs Luther Class Bible Class CotS & SotM
Church completed its first ye[ . "7 60 10 7 Mar.3 fi 15
of holding public worship se
vices! We started with 39 merl Mar. 14 58 9 8 Mar. 10 i 18
bers and 24 communicants. «
- : Mar. 21 46 7 6 Mar. 17 A 12
finished the year with 81 mer o ansen
bers and 51 communicants. Mar. 28 73 12 9 Mar. 24 A 13
God alone be the glory! Averages 59 9.5 7.5 Mar.31 fi 4
During the month of Marclt
we hand twice as many opportunities for worship. On Wednesdays there were two Lenten services ftc
choose fr om: 2: 00 pm at Cascades of the Sigerr
Mount ai ns. A number of residents from Cascade

Overall, Sunday worship continues to climb each week, as we are now close to averaging 60 eac
More hymnals will need to be ordered soon!

and forget nofPs.40B2) hi s b

Gifts Given Feb Year to Date Godos Wo r d Cont-l nues . t 0-

' fully, cheerfully and generously give thanks with the
offerings each week. What a joy it is to gather offerin

General Fund e S for the spread of the Gospel! Currently about $4000 i
CMO Remitted (20%) $935 $2347 needed each month to support the local work. Startj
Special Missions $50 $125 July 610, our subsidy fr
— month which is according to plan. As we grow in nun
Building Fund  apr p oo $442 $6,097 bers we will also need to grow in supporting ourselve

Balance in Checking $3,329 fi By Godobés grace, he wild/l

: : - your offerings, consider how God gives to us so reg
Balance in Savings $12,631 : larly, faithfully and richly.A Pr ai se t he L
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Easter For Kids - Recap

| can hardly begin to express my thanks for all
the helping hands for Easter for Kids this year.
Not only was it quite the project to prepare 90
Resurrection Egg crafts but to coordinate all the
lessons, online registration, snacks and crafts.
Just about all our members assisted in one way or
another! Thanks also to Model Dairy for donating
60 dozen egg cartons (along with the eggs).

In preparation for this event | was able to dis-
tribute over 10,000 flyers in 17 grade schools
throughout the Spanish Springs, Sparks and Sun Valley schools. The response was tremen-
dous as we had to raise the cap from 60 to 75, and then to 85. Several people registered too
late, but then were able to come since others cancelled. On the day of, just about 60 children
showed up and many parents stayed. One of the parents thanked me whole -heartedly by
saying, 0Thanks for doing this. This was won
somet hing about Easter instead of just runni
ents commented how they had forgotten some of the various aspects of the Easter story so it
was good to hear them again.

4_
Christina teaches the
Pre-K class about the
Cross.

Sonia leads the 1-2
graders. ——p

Ben learns how heavy the
cross really was! >

Cindy, Karen,
Cristie & Jenny
assist the Kin-
dergarteners
with their

Tim shares with the 3 -6 grad-
ers (& parents) what Jesus
endured for us. \

crafts.

<

Carol has to repeatedly

smack Donds haig

him from eating all the
snacks!
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