
Volume 2, Issue 5 

Page one continued... 

Giving Thanks to God 

2 

Meet our New Members 

Church Softball Season 

Begins 

3 

 

Summer Youth Bible 

Camp 

Joint Memorial Day Picnic 

Information 

4 

Open Forum & Votersõ 

Meeting  

Bible Studies Offered; 

Lutheran Pioneers; 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

5 

May Calendar & Serving 

Teams 

 

Insert 

Inside this issue:  

In May of 1992 the country 

singer, Billy Ray Cyrus re-

leased his album entitled, 

òSome Gave All.ó  To this date, 

it is still his best album going 

multi platinum, spending 17 

weeks at #1.  Most of the popu-

larity was due to the song, 

òAchy Breaky Heart.ó  Though 

I am not a big country music 

fan, I have certainly heard that 

song, but never knew the name 

of the album or had 

heard the last song, 

òSome Gave All.ó  

Itõs quite a moving 

song about those 

who have given all 

in service to Amer-

ica. 
 

As you look back through his-

tory, especially with an eye to-

ward times of war, you realize 

just how true it has always 

been that all gave some, and 

some gave all. During WWII  

Americaõs factories redirected 

their efforts to building war 

materials and supplies. Young 

men went to war, many never 

to return home. Everyone got 

behind the effort and gave to 

accomplish victory.  
 

Another thing you realize as 

you look back through history, 

it that you can hardly find even 

one generation that was not, in 

some way, touched by war. This is 

a world -wide truth.  Wars, rumors 

of wars, conflicts, civil unrest, 

bombings, terrorismé the list 

goes on and on. It should not sur-

prise us, our Savior told us it will 

be this way.  
 

Jesus explained to his disciples 

what the òsigns of the end of 

timesó would be. Wars 

and  rumors of wars 

were on that list.  As a 

stop light goes from 

green to yellow, we 

know that red is soon 

to come.  In the very 

same way, each time 

we hear of war, we 

know that the end is near. Jesus 

will soon be returning. Get ready.  
 

Sure there have been many 

wars, and Jesus hasnõt returned.  

Will he ever come back? Do I have 

to get ready now? The Scriptures 

make it abundantly clear that Je-

sus will one day return in glory.  

The day and hour are unknown. 

All those who set dates and make 

predictions are false prophets.  

The bottom line is that we prepare 

ourselves by trusting in the  One 

who gave all for all ñJesus Christ.  
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Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 

eternal life."    

(John 4:13-14) 

All gave some.  Some gave all.  

The Stream 
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Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)  

Having reached many new 

families with our Easter for Kids 

event, and having passed out and 

mailed many flyers and invita-

tions, we were blessed to see 

many new faces on Easter Sun-

day. Some came for the break-

fast. Some came just for the egg 

hunt. Some stayed for all three. 

The follow-up visits have been 

very encouraging as I have had 

the chance to share what weôre all about and discuss baptism with a number of families.  I pray the Lord 

will continue to open doors for us and that we can share his love with more and more people!  Holy week 

also gave us opportunities for joint worship services with Shepherd of the Mountains.  We hosted Maundy 

Thursday and had 81 in attendance.  SotM hosted Good Friday and over 90 attended.  

All glory to God who moves our hearts to bring our 

cheerful, thankful, regular and generous offerings to his 

throne of grace. Currently about $4000 is needed each 

month to support the local work. Starting July ó10, our 

subsidy from WELS will decline by $800 a month which 

is according to plan. As we grow in numbers we will also 

need to grow in supporting ourselves. By Godôs grace, he 

will lead us to do this. As you plan your offerings, con-

sider how God gives to us so regularly, faithfully and 

richly. ñPraise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 

benefits!ò (Ps. 103:2)  

Gifts Given  April  Year to Date  

General Fund  $4,811.75 $16,556.89 

CMO Remitted (20%)  $962 $3309 

Special Missions  $25 $150 

Building Fund  Apr ô09 $575 $6,672 

Balance in Checking  $2,807 ñ 

Balance in Savings  $13,206 ñ 

Attendance  Worship  Adult Bible 

Class  

Childrenõs 

Bible Class  

Family Bible 

Hour  

April 4  94   Apr. 8:  6 / 6  

April 11  41 5 5 Apr. 15:  8 / 10  

April 18  Apr. 22:  8 / 8  47 9 7 

April 25  44 7 8 Apr. 29:  8 / 12  

Averages 56.5 7 7  

The Apostle Peter encouraged those in Rome who were enduring terrible persecution. The 

Roman Emperor, Nero, was waging an all out war against Christians.  We do well to take 

these words to heart, òFor Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

to bring you to God.ó (1 Peter 3:18)  Jesus willingly gave up his life to pay for all the sins of 

all people of all time. He was righteous, but yet he died for us, the unrighteous.  He did this  

to accomplish the goal: freeing us from  slavery to sin, death and the devil and freeing us for  

eternal life with God in heaven.  Looking to Jesus in faith and hope prepares us for when-

ever he returns in glory.  
 

There are those who plead for lasting world peace. It wonõt happen. Jesus tells us so. The 

only lasting peace is that which Jesus gives us through faith in him. And while we do enjoy 

relative peace at this time, we are both thankful for those who are serving and those who 

have served.  Their sacrifices have been a blessing and the peace we enjoy allows us to freely 

share the Gospelñthe good news that Jesus gave all!  

Pastor Steven Hillmer  

...continued from page one  

Easter Breakfast & Egg Hunt  
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Meet our New Members  

On Sunday April 25, we wel-

comed Norman and Patty Buffington 

who completed the Bible Information 

Classes.  It has been a joy to get to 

know them personally over the past 

few months in classes.  Here are a 

few highlights about themselves that 

Norm and Patty shared with me for 

the newsletter.  

The Buffingtonõs claim this area 

(NV and  CA) as their homeland but 

have lived throughout the United 

States including, LA, WA, MI and 

MT.  They both enjoy getting their 

hands dirty in the garden and working in the yard.  Another hobby they both share is their 

love of antiquesé which shows itself in their antique store in downtown Reno.  They attend 

many auctions which keeps their supply of antiques ever growing.  

God has blessed the Buffingtonõs with four wonderful children: Jacquie, Gwen, Debbie 

and David.  All are married and there are many grandkids whom they enjoy seeing often.  

Norm and Patty are eagerly looking forward to getting involved with The Springs and 

sharing the good news with more and more people as we work towards establishing The 

Springs in this valley.  I also hear that Norm is dusting off his ògolden gloveó to join the soft-

ball team!  

Softball is in the air!  

Itõs that time of year again to gear up for Church 

Softball!  This year Kevin Schlittenhart will be the man-

ager.  Speak to him if you wish to play.  The first prac-

tice will be Sunday after church. Weõll meet out in the 

grass behind the Lazy 5.  Weõll throw the ball around, 

take some batting practice and have all the rules ex-

plained.  The games are Sunday evenings, some time be-

tween 5 and 9 pm and are played either at Golden Eagle 

(off Vista) or Shadow Mountain (off Sparks Blvd.)  Even 

if you donõt want to play, come out and cheer us on to victory.  The first game is 

Mothersõ Day. (I didnõt make up the schedule, Iõm just reporting!) 



Tree of Life Lutheran Bible Camp for Kids  
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Memorial Day Joint Worship and Picnic  

This year we are planning a very special 

Memorial Day worship service.  Not only 

will it be a joint worship with Shepherd of 

the Mountains, not only will the òmega-

ensembleó be playing, not only will there be 

a few bounce houses for the kids, not only 

will there be great food, BUT  we will also 

have special guest readers for the Scrip-

tures lessons.  These men will represent 

each of the communities (Reno, Sparks, and 

Fallon) and also various branches of the 

military in which they serve(d). Plan to in-

vite friends and family for this special day 

as we remember those who have served us 

and our country ñas well as Jesus who 

serves all and gave his life as a ransom!  

Get ready for a week of Bible study, 

Christian fellowship, group activities and 

just plain fun in Godõs great outdoors!  This 

yearõs theme is òMythbustersó as we 

search to prove or disprove òmythsó that 

surround various Bible truths.  Several ex-

amples may include: 

1. Itõs no big deal if I donõt go to church. 

2. All religions lead to Jesus.  

3. If I only had more money, thené 

4. Parents donõt understand. 

Tree of Life Lutheran Bible Camp is for 

both children and teens, from those just 

starting grade 4 to those just out of high 

school.  (Younger children of staff are also 

welcome as òlittle lambsó) 

Hereõs the necessary information 

Dates:  July 12 -16 

Location:  Capital Mountain Christian  

  Campground in Weimar, CA 

Costs: $375 (first child)  

  $245 (each additional child)  

Registration forms are available on the in-

formation table.  You can go online at 

www.TreeofLifeBibleCamp.org for more infor-

mation and tons pictures 

from previous years!  

A sign -up sheet will be posted on the In-

formation Table as the details are worked 

out.   

Sunday School  9:00 

Worship   10:30 

Picnic   11:45 

Games and fun till 2 or later  

 

 



Bible classes are a wonderful way to get into the 

Word of God.  On Sunday mornings at 9:00 there 

are three classes offered. 

1) Adults For the next 11 weeks, the lessons will be 

dealing with the topic of Worship, as we look at vari-

ous lessons from both the Old and New Testament.  

Please join us! 

2) Pre K-K Class is led by Jenny Hillmer. These les-

sons are designed for the very youngest ones, helping 

them learn of Godôs love in the Bible stories. 

3) Grades 1-4 is led by Kevin Schlittenhart.  The chil-

drenôs lessons parallel the adultsô. 

 

Throughout the week there are also various op-

portunities to get into the Word. 

1) Family Bible Hour  continues as we meet at 

7:00 pm at the Lazy 5.  The adults will be study-

ing the doctrine of Justification.  The children 

will also have a lesson.  (See Pioneers below) 

2) Bible Information Classes are underway in 

smaller groups.  If you know someone who 

would like to attend, speak with Pastor Hillmer. 

3) Menôs Bible Breakfastð All men are invited to 

IHOP in Spanish Springs for food for the body 

and soul.  Join us at 8:30 am on May 1. 

4) Women in the Word met at Sonia Morrealeôs 

house in April. The devotion was on the Lordôs 

Prayer. Speak with Cindy Porath for more infor-

mation. 

5) Womenôs Bible Study in Fallon meets Thurs-

day evenings at the home of Cass Barrett 275 

River Village Dr.  

Bible Studies Offered  

Lutheran Pioneers  
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The month of May brings us to our quarterly 

Open Forum and  Annual Votersõ meeting.  At the 

Open Forum the Leadership Team will present the 

proposed Ministry Plan (budget) for the next fiscal 

year (2010-2011) for your discussion and input.   

We will also have candidates for each of the council 

positions.  These items of business, along with the 

membership changes, will be on the agenda for the 

Votersõ Meeting.  Everyone is encouraged to attend 

the Open Forum to share your input so that we 

may go forward at our Votersõ meeting. 

Open Forum & Votersõ Meeting 

In view of our Christian calling to bring up 

children in the way of the Lord, we would like 

Ⱥƶ ƌ"Ŧ± ɔȡ± ƶí ȺĊ± ȡȺȉƶƖô lĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ̃ȡ ƌĜƖĜȡȺȉʲ 

program the WELS has put together in Lu-

theran Pioneers.  Adam and Katie Porath are 

helping us give it a trial run every other Thurs-

day evening at the Lazy 5.  In May, Pioneers 

will be May 6 and 20.  
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Open Forum  May 16  9:00 am 

Votersõ Meeting May 23  11:50 am 

 

If you have any questions, please speak with 

Mike Salgado.   

May God continue to hold his hand of bless-

ing upon us as we continue to reach out with 

the Gospel in the Spanish Springs / Sparks 

area! 

Sandra Fejk  May 2  

Bailey Kieckbusch  May 5  

 

 

We have no anniversaries on record for May.  Please 

give your information to Truda Reynolds. She is 

maintaining the church database.  

Happy Birthday & Anniversary! 



Memorial 
Day  

Sunday  

Joint Worship Service & Church Picnic 

Sunday May 30, 2010 

Together with members of Shepherd of the 

Mountains Lutheran Church we will celebrate 

this day, remembering both those who have 

served as well as those who are currently serv-

ing us and our country. 

Bible Class - 9:00    Worship - 10:30 

Picnic and games to follow 

Church Office Information  
6960 Verite Ct. 
Sparks, NV 89436 
 

Phone: (775) 354-2800 
 

Email: PastorHillmer@TheSpringsLutheran.org  

Our Meeting Place  
Lazy 5 Regional Park - The Cottonwood Room 
7100 Pyramid Highway 

Sparks, NV 89436 
 

Park Rangerõs Office Phone: (775) 823-6501 

Sharing the unchanging  
 

Word of God  
 

with a changing world!  

www.TheSpringsLutheran.org  

6960 Verite Ct. 

Sparks, NV 89436 


