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Inside this issue: 

The great commission is just 

that ñgreat!  Seriously, who 

can accomplish that?  Who has 

the time, energy, ability, re-

sources, skills, manpower to 

physically go into all the 

world?  Personally, no one sin-

gle person can do thisé collec-

tively, however, the answer is: 

all Christians.  

 

One of the blessings of being 

part of a church body is that 

together we can accomplish 

what we cannot individually 

do.  In the months of June and 

July we devoted the Sunday 

morning Bible Class time (9:00 

am) to highlighting just how 

we (collectively as WELS) are 

doing this.  

 

The last Sunday of June, 

Vicar Stephen Koelpin high-

light our worker training sys-

tem.  Even though he grew up 

in the Tucson, AZ area, he was 

able to attend Luther Prep 

School in Watertown, WI for 

high school.  A portion of our 

mission offerings support this 

school which prepares high 

school kids for the ministry.  

More that 70% of their gradu-

ates go on to study for the pub-

lic ministry.  

From high school itõs on to Col-

lege at Martin Luther College.  

This college has one purpose: to 

train men and women for the 

preaching and teaching ministry 

in the WELS.  For those studying 

courses to become a pastor, they 

receive all the courses they need 

to enter Wisconsin Lutheran Col-

lege in Mequon, WI.  After 3 years 

on campus and one vicar year in 

the field, a man is ready for the 

pastoral ministry.   

 

Who of us alone could train 

these men and women?  What a 

joy to work together, to pool our 

resources to accomplish the great 

commission.  

 

On July 11, we welcome Pastor 

Howie Mohlke of Messiah Lu-

theran Church of Nampa, ID.  He 

served in Africa for 11 years and 

now serves on our World Mission 

Board.  In his presentation and 

sermon, he highlighted the 27 dif-

ferent nations throughout the 

world where we support mission-

aries.  Again ñwhat a joy to work 

together and walk together accom-

plishing the great commission!  

 

 

Pastor Steven Hillmer  
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Jesus himself says, 

"Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to 

eternal life."    

(John 4:13-14) 

Go into all the world...  

The Stream 
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Giving Thanks to God (Time, Talent and Treasures)  

During the month of June we 

continued to have new first time 

visitors, including one fellow 

who commented that heôs been 

driving by the sign for 2 years, 

so he thought heôd better stop in 

one of these Sundays. .  

All glory to God who moves 

our hearts to bring our cheerful, 

thankful, regular and generous 

offerings to his throne of grace. 

Currently about $4000 is needed each month to support 

the local work. Starting next month our subsidy from 

WELS will decline by $800 a month which is according 

to plan. As we grow in numbers we will also need to 

grow in supporting ourselves. By Godôs grace, he will 

lead us to do this. As you plan your offerings, consider 

how God gives to us so regularly, faithfully and richly. 

ñPraise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his bene-

fits!ò (Ps. 103:2)  

Gifts Given  June  Year to Date  

General Fund  $4,116.25 $24,934.56 

CMO Remitted (20%)  $823 $4,984 

Special Missions  $45 $455 

Building Fund  Apr ô09 $680 $8,055 

Balance in Checking  $2,807 ñ 

Balance in Savings  $13,206 ñ 

Attendance Worship Adult Bible 

Class 

Childrenõs 

Bible Class 

Family Bible 

Hour  

June 6  70 13 13 June 3:  6 / 4  

June 13  53 16 14 June 10:  8 / 9  

June 20   59 9 6 

June 27  46 10 n/a  

Averages 57 12 11  

One of the many òGrowing up stepsó in establishing our congregation occurred on Sunday June 

13.  We installed our first church council.  We are very grateful for the willingness of these men to 

serve in various capacities, assisting in the work that needs to be carried out.  May the Lord 

strengthen them as they seek to serve Him and our congregation as we work to carry out the great 

commission!  

Mike Salgado (President), 

Kevin Schlittenhart (Treasurer), 

Larry Porath (Secretary and Head 

Elder), Tim Koepsell (Outreach), 

Ryan Gilkey (Christian Educa-

tion), Zach McGrath (Church 

Life), Paul Cox (Property & Fi-

nance), Don Tews (Elder) and Jeff 

Schlittenhart (Elder).  

During the next months, the various councils will work on setting goals and making plans for the 

coming year.  While they are the heads of their various committees they will need your prayers, time, 

talents, energies and skills to assist.  Itõs just one more way we can say òThanksó to God for all his 

blessings! 

First Church Council Installed  
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Meet our New Members  

On Sunday May 9, we welcomed Mark & Brenda Hartmann.  

Mark and Brenda moved here from Wallace, ID.  Brenda is a 

nurse.  Mark is in mining management. They hobbies include 

hiking, camping and family activities.  The Hartmannõs have 

three children: Katie (28) and granddaughter, Ava; Ross (22) who 

just graduated West Point; Kristin (20) a sophomore at Bethel 

University in MN.  The give thanks to God for their wonderful 

family!  

On Sunday June 13, we welcomed Bill and Susie Long as well 

as Lou and Teri Margullis.   (Bill & Sue are on the left)  

Bill is a bus driver for 

Washoe County.  Sue is recently retired.  They love 

spending time with their grandchildren (Brady and 

Katie Gilkey).  They also enjoy gardening, if only 

those little critters (voles) would stop destroying all 

their efforts.  Cristie Gilkey is their daughter; they 

also have a son, Brett who lives in Carson City.  Bill 

and Sue enjoyed the Bible Information Class very 

much and are looking to continue spending time in 

the Word with their new church family at the various 

Bible Studies.  

Lou (Louis II) and Teri Margullis moved here from Carson City.  Lou is a retired Peace 

Officer.  One of his greatest loves is Church Music.  He has been a church choir director and, 

at his former congregation, their choir sang at Carnegie Hall. Teri is a retire nurse. She en-

joys reading, singing and serving.  They are both humbled and very thankful that the Lord 

caused their paths to meet The Springs Lutheran family.  They looking forward to the oppor-

tunities to serve the Lord and continue in Bible study!  

What a Fatherõs Day to remember for Sean and Veron-

ica Gephart.  Both their boys: Connor (8) and Carson (5) 

were baptized on June 20.  What a tremendous comfort 

and joy for them as God gives his gifts of forgiveness of 

sin, life and eternal salvation through baptism.  

Dan and Angie Hermanson welcome their firstborn, 

little Lainey Grace.  She was baptized in the hospital on 

June 19.  Pastor Tom Valleskey conducted the 

òReaffirmation of Baptismó on Sunday July 25. 

Three Baptisms in June!  



World Mission  

Festival Sunday  

Sunday July 11, 2010 

Pastor Howie Molhke from Messiah Lutheran 

Church of Nampa, ID will be with us this Sunday 

to share with us his experiences when he 

served a Mission in Africa. 

Church Office Information  
6960 Verite Ct. 
Sparks, NV 89436 
 

Phone: (775) 354-2800 
 

Email: PastorHillmer@TheSpringsLutheran.org  

Our Meeting Place  
Lazy 5 Regional Park - The Cottonwood Room 
7100 Pyramid Highway 

Sparks, NV 89436 
 

Park Rangerõs Office Phone: (775) 823-6501 

Sharing the unchanging  
 

Word of God 
 

with a changing world!  

www.TheSpringsLutheran.org  

6960 Verite Ct. 

Sparks, NV 89436 


